LOBO ALVARADO, FATIMA
This is a 66-year-old woman currently on hospice with history of malignant neoplasm of the appendix. The patient’s cancer of the appendix causes her to be quite weak, in severe abdominal pain, KPS score of 40%, short of breath, hypoxic, requires oxygen at 2 to 3 L at all time. The patient’s decline is now evident by sleeping about 16 to 18 hours a day, increased shortness of breath, increased pain, and increased anxiety. Once again, KPS has dropped from 50 to 40% because of overall disability and generalized weakness. She requires turning to reduce the pressure on her bony areas, to keep her from developing decubitus ulcer. Decreased appetite and weight loss is unavoidable, bowel and bladder incontinence and continues to be total ADL dependent. The patient has lost another 5 pounds in the past six weeks, continues to be hospice appropriate, most likely has less than six months to live. The patient also requires increased pain medication because of ongoing pain issues related to her cancer of the appendix.
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